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/ Affair at Tampa, Florida pet i -% ol

No, not & love affair, this was an affair of war, one of those backwater encouanters too
insigniﬁmttobe called & battle, more than s skirmish; in the language of military records, “an
air". It occurred during the Civil ¥ar in which so many members of Fales families fought and died.
One of the army reports of the “Affair at Tamps, Florids™ mentions Acting Naval Master Fales of the
back / L. Davis The mention of Capt. Fales is included in the May 10. 1864 report of Col. Stark
Fellows, Second U. S. Colored Troops whose men were also invoived. We quote from Col. Fellows' report:

Alter the party sssigned for the west bank of the Hilisborough River had been landed at Gadsden's Point the
smali boats (nine in number) were filled with the Second Florida Cavairy, about 140, the Second U. S. Colored Troops,
35 in number, and sbout 30 seamen uader Acting Naval Master Fales, of the bark J. L. Davis. This [orce was designed
to operate by way of the neck of jand between Hillsborough River and the marsh. so as to enter Tampa from the nocth.
A landing was effected at the head of a small by near Point Deshow, about 3 miles [rom the city, at daylight Priday,
May 6, 1864. Captain Greea, Second Flecida Cavairy, was immedistety sent forward with a party to arrest all persons
whem he could find for the purpose of gaining infermation. Lieutenaat McCullough soon foltewed with the advance
guard and at the proper distancs came the maia body. Captain Fales, of the Davis, and the seamen under him joined
the land forces. . . . Captain Crane, Second Filorida Cavalry, with 2 small party, proceeded to the hets| and arrested
some of the leading citizens, while the main body doubie-quicked to the battery at the mouth of the river. The
surprise was too compfete to alfow any opposition to be made. A few who were near the river attempted to escape to
the other side: { waa shot dead. and 2 or 3 wounded, when these who had not eacaped surrendered . . . .

Mlkiumpnitinmmlmmrpﬂnwlﬁckmdmw Florida Cavairy, attention was turned to
the public property in Tampa. The naval party under Captain Fales captured a sfoop foaded with cotton, and aiso
cotton on shore sulficient to make in alf about 50 bates. The Confederate mail was secured and forwarded to Geperal
Woodbury. Saturday the battery. consisting of three 24-pounders mounted on barbette carriages. and two field
pieces, 6-pounders, were destroyed. The heavy guns were disabled, and the 6-pounders were brought away with us.
The magazine and earthworks were destroyed by burning the timber revetments. The greater part of the ammunition
and projectiles was thrown into the water, a3 well as some old muskets. A part of the property belonging to the
fighthouse at Egmont Key was found and brought away. About $6.000 in Confederate money was secured. which 1 have
ferwarded to General Woodbury. The prisoners taken numbered 39, but 20 of them were relexsed, {or various reason.
Having secured ail the property, it was dedided to embark again Saturday p. m.

The remsinder of the report covers the return of the raiding party to their ship and is
routine, except for some brief concern that the Confederates “were collecting about 5 miles away to
make s dash for Tampa™. It turned out that what they had in mind was, under flag of truce, to ask for
the return of the wife of the Confederate Commander, Col. McKay, who apparently was among the
prisoners. There is no further meation of Captain Fales.

Who was Captain Fales? The report gives no other details about him. It is not even clear
whether the bark he was commanding was U. S. Navy or merchant marine. Perhaps some reader
knowledgeable about such matters, or s student of the Civil War would like to research the appropriate
records and help us identify Captain Fales. It would be nice to be sbie to place him on the correct
dranch of the family tree.

The report of Captain Fellows appears on pages 390 and 391, Chap. XLVIL S. €., Fla., 8ad on
the Ga. Coast from The Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armics, War of the Rebellion
U.S. Var Department. We are grateful to our correspondent and friendly Fales family researcher. Mr.
Joseph Martin of Barre, Massachusetts for finding it and sending us a copy.





































