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Not Long ago we recedlved §rom Fales descendant, Dorothy Honadel of Spearnfdsh,
South Dakota, a very generous packet of copies of materials wnich she has assembled
on Fales gamily history and genealogy. Included was an article that appeared in a
philatelic periodical, the S. P. A. Jowwnal, of Novembenr, 1981. Entitled "lettens to
Lyddia", the arnticle 48 a study 04 more than figiy Letters wnitten to Lydia (FALES)
FRENCH 4in Bristol, Rhode Isfand, between 1506 and 1856.

The author of the article, Richand B. (Buck) Jordan, 4is a stockbroker in Fresno,
Califonnia, Associate Vice President of Bateman Eichlern, HALE Richarnds. A philate-
List fon many years, nis purchase of tne Letters has Led him to specialize in Rhode
Island postal history, 4in which he 4is now consddered a Leading authornity. 1t has
also aroused in him a curlosity to know more adbout the Fales family. He would be 4in-
tenrested in knowing of the existence of other Letters to orn grom the Rhode Isfand on
Cuban Fales families. Buck Jordan 48 not nimseli o Fales descendant, but, fust codin-
cddentally, his wige, Connie, is nelated by ma/z/u.aga o the Fales family.

He has gdven us permission to use the article 4in the FFE and we begin with %
Lssue witn the nest of tne article to {ollow Ain Latern Lssues.

LETTERS TO LYDIA

The Fales Family, 1806-1856
by RICHARD B. JORDAN

"Continue to write all opportunities and should private conveyance fail, write by
Post." So pleads Mary Fales, in Bristol, Rhode Island, to her daughter in Hartford,
Connecticut during the early summer of 1806. Mary used the Post, for this letter is
marked "Paid 124" in manuscript. Many other letters in the Lydia Fales French collec-
tion were carried outside the mails, however, indicating the service was considered
something of a last, expensive, resort.

And Lydia must have written often, to many people, for she received and kept nume-
rous letters. Over fifty have survived, ranging from 1806, when Lydia was a school girl
in Connecticut, to the 1850's, when she was living out her widowhood in Bristol. These
letters provide a fascinating glimpse of early nineteenth century life as reported by
family and friends. ’

Lydia Smith Fales was born November 15, 1790, the fifth child (of seven) born to
Wwilliam and Mary Fales. Bristol was her birthplace, and the Fales family had long occu-
pied a place of first rank in that town, having been successful merchant captains since
the early 1700s. Lydia's brothers, Stephen and William, continued this tradition of
mercantile adventuring, while Lydia and her sister Charlotte followed their mother in
her profession of education, owning and operating a school in Bristol. The other three
children died at an early age.

But to the letters themselves. Lydia's friend Louisa Smith writes her in July of
1806:

We continue to. joke Ruth about Mr. Hodges as much as ever and he is really attentive to her 1 assure
you. Diana Wilson is courted by the rich Mr. Bellaby likewise Mary Beck by Mr. you-know-who. I shall not
go to a certain place you mention in your letter. Anything more than that I cannot write ... excuse this
hurried letter and destroy it as soon as you have perused it in so doing you will oblige L. S.

Poor Louisa Smith, her friend couldn't be trusted, and now, 175 years later, the




































