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Note: Thisarticleis continued fromlast issue. Kathy
Litwin recourts the discovery of the diary belongng to
her great-great grandmother, Saah Vose Fales. Her
story continues:

| closed her picture and held it happily to my chest. |
was now Sarah’'s “keeper”, but wished at that moment
that my dear mother-in-law could be here to sharethis
wonderful moment with me. Perhaps, just perhaps, Jean
was herewith me. After all, | was drawn to this old
black trunk, for some unknown reason.

| put Sarah's picture aside once again, and rearranged
the contents in the trunk to make sure that no further
damage would be doneto what it held. As| put the
stack of rebound cases back into their corner of the
trunk lifting Emma’s black feather, | naticed a small,
worn bodk, only slightly bigger than the size of the
snack-size boxes of raisins | had years ago as a child.
The book had a small metal gold clasp oniit, and |
wondered what lay inside.

As my fingers fumbled with the thin, delicate clasp
to gpenit, | felt for a moment that | was nat alone.
Someone else was with me in theroom. Upon
opening the bodk, | knew who that someone was,
and knew that what lay inside this bodk's cover was
surely a secret, happily waiting to be told, that warm
spring day in 1998

Sarah's handwriting was legible, but, in some
places, faded. Perhaps the hands of those who had
read her diary years before me had wiped away
some of the pencil she wrote in. Each small page of
the diary held the events of two daysin her lifein
the year 1866 covering every day from January 1%
through August 12" of that year. | was amazed that
something this old had survived the generations, and
happy that Sarah was “here’ now, to share that part
of her lifewith us.

Sarah Vose Fales was born in Thomaston, Maineon
November 4" 183, the daughter of George Fales
and Mary J. Crouch. She was the youngest daughter
of eleven children.

She married Seth Padelford Shaw, son of Seth
Padelford Shaw and Susan C. Padelford, on her
nineteanth birthday, November 4", 1851, in
Thomaston. By 1866 they had removed to
Brooklyn, N.Y. andlived in a shared home with
Sarah's gster, Clementine (“Clem”), and Clem's
husband, David B. Everett, of South Thomaston,
who had also moved to Brookiyn.

Sarah and Seth had four children: Ella Rose, born
about 18523, AliceW., born 1856 Allen K., born
1858 and, George, born 1866 From Sarah's diary,
we learn that Alice W. (nicknamed “Allie”), born
February 24", 1855, died May 27", 186L.

Saturday, February 24", 1866 “ It isour
predous Allie' s birthday —if living she would be ten
years old.”

In that same year, Sarah and Seth tragically lost
their son, Allen K., born March 28", 1858 Allen
died on May 19", 1861; only eight days before
“Allie’ died, and | imaginethat year must have been
Sarah's and Seth's worst.




Saturday, May 19", 1866: “ Five yars ago today
our predouslittle Buddy went to heaven.”

Sarah's diary tdls us much about the daily life of their
firstborn child, Ella Rose, from whom we descend,
and who later went on to marry John Willis Ackerman
of New Jersey. Ella Rose was the only child who
lived to adulthood, and the only child not buried with
her parents in the EIm Grove Cemetery in Thomaston,
Maine.

Wednesday, January 24", 1866 “ It has not been
pleasant today and we haveall been quietly at home.
Ella has a badcold ard sorethroat and has not felt
abletogoto school. | amsorry.”

Wednesday, February 21%, 1866: “ Another warm
springlikeday. | have been finishing Ella’ sdress.”

Sunday, March 25", 1866 *“ Ella has this morning
avouched the Lord to be her God ard may he keg
her.”

Asfor Sarah and Seth's fourth child, we are happily
introduced to him in the diary when he was brought
into the world on May 31%, 1866 Undoubtedly, heis
George, as mentioned in Eaton's T homastor?, and
while he was dill tiny at the close of the diary, he
seamed to be a happy child and a joy for both Sarah
and Seth.

Thursday, May 31%, 1866 “ Another little Buddy
cameto usthismorning. Therewas no ore here but
Clemwhen he was born. Shewent after Mrs. Rogers,
andDavid soon got Aliceso we had pgenty of help.”

Friday, August 3" 1866 “ The doctor has been
hereagan. Our little baby isnicdy today. | amvery
tharkful.”

Friday, August 10", 1866 “ Clem and David went
toride. | havenaot been ou today —think | shall go
tomorrow. Our babyisadarling—cunnng ashe @n
be.”

Sarah and Seth seaned to live a comfortable life, and
enjoyed the luxury of having domestic help in their
home. Their life was quite sociable, and people were
awaysinand aut of their home - stopping in for tea,
goaing for rides, visiting Central Park, Coney Island,
and aher placesin New York City.

Monday, January 1%, 1866 “ A very stormy day,

but natwithstandng the inclemency of the weather we
have had twenty-five gentlemen dd andyoung to call on
us and pas=d the day happly.”

Sunday, January 21%, 1866 “ A cold pleasant day
and ahouwse full of compary. Col. Tilson, wife and son
John Emily andJohry. George ame a little while.
SanEmery called. | havenot been out.”

Monday, February 26", 1866 “ Another clear day.
Tomwent home today. Edward, Mary and Mother came
this p.m. John and Em came and spent the evaing.
Clem'sgirl came. Mrs. Hatch called.”

Wednesday, May 9", 1866 “T homas and Mary Ann
left this morning — took Emmie with them. Emily has
been hereall day. Capt. Haskill and wife ame agan
tonight.”

Although Sarah, in the time span d her diary, was
somewhat incapacitated, being pregnant and rather
immobile, she neverthelesskept herself busy with
embroidery, sewing, the care of her family, reading,
writing, and aher pursuits.

Friday, February 9", 1866 “ | finished Mary Ann's
dressand comnenced ore for Mary Everett.”

Tuesday, April 17", 1866 “ A pleasant day. Seth
has painted Willie's chamber. | have been sewing 4l
day — finished my ottoman today.”

Saturday, April 21%, 1866 “ | havefinished Mary's
dressand trimmed two hats today — one for Ella and one
for Emme.”

Thursday, July 26", 1866 “ | bought some ribbon
and aflower for my bonret — cost 17 shillings.”

Seth worked as a house painter andin his businessdid a
lot of traveling, sometimes going away from home as
long as threeto four days at atime, much to Sarah's
melancholy. He was aloving husband, and a doting
father.

Monday, June 18", 1866 “ Seth went away again
thismorning to Orange. | am so lonesome when heis
gore.”

Saturday, May 19", 1866: “ Seth went out tonight
and boudpt Ella a parasol and mitts.”

Sunday, June 3, 1866 “ | was very sickall night —
could hardly get my breath ard have nat felt any better
today. Seth went for Dr. Howel this afternoon”




Saturday, August 11", 1866 2Set h took Ella and
Emmieto Central Park this p.m.°

The diary not only introduces us to Seth, Ella and
George (3Buddy®), but also to Sarah's extended family,
the Fales. We med Sarah's sster, @Clem®, and her
husband, David Everett, who along with their children,
Sarah (3Sadie9, Emily, Mary and Mamie, resided with
Sarah and Seth in the Brooklyn house.

Tuesday, March 13", 1866 @ felt miserably this
morning kut Clemand | took a ride to Greenwoodthis
p.m. and| fed better now. Saw some flowers + |
bougt some?

Tuesday, April 24", 1866 @ havefinished Ella's
dressand partly fixed ore for myself. Seth has
commenced panting Clem's chamber. Clemand
David spent the morning at Mrs. Armstrongs.’

We get to know her sister, Emily, and husband, John
Roberts, aswdl as their son, 8Johny?, all of whom also
resided in Brooklyn.

Tuesday, February 13", 1866 3John ard Emily
came this evening.°

Sunday, July 29", 1866 2A lovdy day. Clem,
Mother andthe diildren havebeen to church. Sam
Everett came this afternoon. John and Emily were here
totea. | fed agreat deal better than | did last
Sabbah.°

Sarah's gster, Mary Ann, and husband Thomas Rose,
and their sons, Frank and Henry, lived in Thomaston in
1866 but are found in the pages of Sarah'sdiary as
well.

Saturday, January 6", 1866 @A |etter from Mary
Anntoday. Frankis better.°

Friday, February 239, 1866 aThomas made Clem
and| presents of new black velstoday + bath very
handsome.°

Sunday, May 6™, 1866 @Tom and Mary Ann got
here abou eleven oclock last night so we havea full
house again. Noyes and Evdine went to their vessdl. ©

Sarah's mother, Mary (Crouch) Fales, who resided, a
widow, in the Brooklyn home of her daughter, Emily,
and family, visited Sarah and Seth dften.

Saturday, January 6", 1866 3 have finished
Mother's dress + it looks very nice®

Saturday, March 3, 1866 aiother and Emily
came up thisafternoon Mother isgoing to stay over
Sundy.°

Sarah's brother, George, and his wife, Alice, both of
who, apparently, also lived in Brookyn, kept close ties
with Sarah's family too.

Tuesday, February 13", 1866 aClem, Mary Ann
andElla havebee a Alicgs.®

Saturday, June 9", 1866 2Seth took Ella and Mary
over to Alicésto spend the day. George took them on
board Capt. Mills ship to seeUncle Willi am + they
had anicetime?®

Sarah's brother, William (Capt. William), was a
mariner who resided in Thomaston, but visited
Brooklyn frequently.

Monday, July 23¢ 1866 a\ill came again
tonight. He's going to sail for New Orleans
tomorr ow.”

Whil e the diary takes you through Sarah's daily life
rather happily, as she puts finishing touches on Clem's
tidy, fixes Ella's dress measures Mother for her new
dress or finally finishes her first ottoman, the pages
also sadly tell of anniversaries remembered for those
closeto her who had already passd on

Sunday, July 1%, 1866 @Ephraim's birthday *50
years old.°

Sarah's brother, Capt. Ephraim, born 1816 married
Hannah Wyman of Brooklyn, but sadly died on the
22" of May in 1857at the age of 40 yearsold. Her
brother, Edmund, born 1835 died at sea at the age of
27 yearsin the summer of 1862 after having sailed
from Cardiff, Wales. Sarah's sster, Cynthia, was born
1824 and died at the age of 37 yearsin 1861 Her
sister, Margaret, born 1826 married Capt. Silas O.
Piercein 1849 and, wethink, died at an early age also,
as eisnot mentioned inthe diary at all —only a
mention o Silas. Sarah's sster, Eliza, born 183Q died
December 11", 1835, just two weeks before Christmas
of that year, and only one day after the death of Sarah's
father, George Fales.

Sarah herself was nat spared. She was diagnosed with
heart disease shortly after the birth of her last child.




Wednesday, June 20", 1866 2Ancther 1o vy
summer day but | can hadly realizeit is Imner. Dr.
Howel has been in againtoday + says | have heart
disease + he has been here fivetimes.°

In the months foll owing that warm spring day in 1998
| undertook thetask of transcribing Sarah's diary. It
was a labor of lovefor me, and | was reminded how
different life wasin 1866 and yet how much the same
it was too.

Often I'd be drawn back to the black trunk to stare into
Sarah's sveet face. Touching the surface of the picture
with my fingers, | could almost fed as though Sarah
and | were destined to conred with each ather —that |
was meant to find her picture and her diary. Eachtime
| saw the picture, | relished the thought of it all, and
returned to my transcription enthusiastically.

It was many months before | actually finished the
transcription, but it was actually two years after, having
dore many re-readings, before | was certain that all that
| recorded was correct. It seems eadch time| picked it
uptoread it over, there were corrections to be made.
Only this year, 2001, was | satisfied that the
transcription was complete.

Y et another surprise awaited me when | did pick it up
andread it again in spring o thisyear. All datesfor the
year 1865 fell on the same days as the year 2001. On a
daily basis, in the months that followed, | would start
my day by checking to see what happened in the life of
Sarah all those years ago. | would read aloud to the
members of my family as well, and it became a happy
ritual. 1 was rry to seeit come to an end on the day
of Sarah's last entry in the diary,

Sunday, August 12", 1866 2A very pleasant day.
Ella has been to church all day and evening. Seth andl
havebeen a hometaking care of our dear little baby.
There has been no ore here for a wonder .°

Inspired by Sarah, | started my own diary in 1999
Perhaps years from now, our descendants will be
reading aloud to their families from bath our diaries.
Perhaps, too, they'll find a picture of me, wearinga
smilelike the smile worn by someone with a secret to
tell, and they'll be intrigued, as | waswhen | first came
upaon Sarah's picture and diary.

Sarah Vose (Fales) Shaw died on October 6", 1869
only three years after this diary was written, aged 36
years, 11 months, and 2 days. In her busy and social,

but short, life and through her writings, | cameto know
Sarah as akind soul, aloving wife, and a loyal and
loving mother, friend, daughter, and sister

1 July 2002
Dear Allen:

Wil and | joined the Fales Family Bulletin about
ten yearsago. At that time John Thomas was
surprised that all five brothers and sisters were still
living. Thesearethe?children® of Rev. IraDexter
andHazd Fales. IraDexter Fales was the son d
Willford Dexter Fales.

| want to let John Thomas know that thesefive
brothers and sisters are still 1iving.
Wilfred — 90 yearsold
Elizabeth — 89
C. Dean— 86
Miriam — 84
Robert Kermit — 78

It must be these goad Fales genes!

Sincerely,

Sylvia
1010Dutch Mill Dr.
Manchester, Missouri 63011

John Thomas replies:

Thank you, Sylvia. We have exchanged many |etters
over the years though it has been awhile now. Yes,
you are right about 2thase goad Fales genes®. | am
81 yearsold and my sister, Marge, is 86. Kid sister,
Mary, isonly 77. Our oldest sibling, Frank, passed
away afew yearsagoin his mid-80's. Both aur
parents lived into their mid-80s also. Thereare
many other examples of longevity in the Fales family
tree. | guesswe're just lucky!




By John Thomas Fales

By James' Fales| mean the James Fales who
married Anne Brock in Dedham in 1655 "our
James'. Inrecat yeas| have seen on the Internet
and received genealogies from correspondents that
offer a©James Fale© who married Anne Wolnoug
in Fresgngfield, Suffolk, England, on 18 June
1632as his father. However nowhere have | seen
any evidencethat would confirm this, so, | believe,
someone saw the marriage record which has been
copied from the Fressngfield church records by
the Latter Day Saints and claimed the name
perhaps to advance one of his/her ancestral linesa
generation. | hope someone will be able to make
the cnredion between Anne Wolnoughe©s James
and Anne Brock®©s, butintil they do it iswrong to
asume these two Jameses are father and son.

If indeed Anne Brock©s James were the son of
Anne Wolnoughe©s James, then the supposed son
would have been born 1632 @ later. Hedied in
1708and therefore he would have been "no more
than" 76 yeasold. Therecoord of hisdeath in the
Dedham records refersto him as " James Fales, the
Aged". | did an analysis of Dedham deah records
for this era and came to the conclusion that when
they referred to someone & "aged” they were
thinking somewhat older than that, like 80to 9Q
(For more on this eeFales Family Bulletin of
March, 1990 p3) This doesn©t disprove that these
two Jameses were father/son but there is absolutely
no evidencein favor of it except the congruities of
name and time. Thereisone point to consider
though: Fressingfield is a possible site for his
ancestry. Anne Brock©s family came from
Stradbroke, a neighboring town. She herself was
born in Stradbroke most likely. Anne©s Jmes, the
one we all James' Fales, could have been bornin
Fressngfield, could have been the son of James
Fale and Anne Wolnoughe, but that is not nealy
enough evidenceto convince me that he was.

Another entry in the International Genealogical
Index records the marriage of a James Fale to Ann
Auger in Roydon, Essx, England in 1625 | ama
little surprised no one seems to have suggested this
James as the father of James' Fales. Probably the

ones who grabbed the James Fale of Fresgngfield bea
them to the punch. However thereis nothing in the
writings of James' Falesto suggest his parents could
have been in the Essex areg only Chester and Suff olk
are mentioned as possibilities.

Other correspondents and Internet listings date
that our James' Fales was the son of Jacob Forsem
(Fonse?) Vale. Thisisfar more difficult to accept
than the Fresgngfield connedion discussed above.
The oldest reference | have seen to a Jaoob Fales as
the father of James', was that contained in the
genedogy written by Jane Miranda (or Miranda Jane)
Fales, who married men named Garrett and Fox. Her
acount written possibly in the 1950Cs, contains a
wonderful history of the Fales family. Unfortunately
it is mostly conjedures and fanciful conclusions
derived from old documents which have been
generously intertwined with each other. She wrote:

" ...but fromwhat | havebee ableto find | believe
that Jacob Forcem® Vales who came with hiswife and
three dildren, and 5 slaves, on one of two ships equipped
and sent out from Liverpod, in 1622, by Thomas
Weston."

Y es, there was a ship financed by Thomas Weston
which carried settlers who arrived at Plymouth,
Massachusetts, shortly after the original Pilgrims.
These settlers did not prosper and the remnants of their
group moved on. There is no mention in the acounts
of this group of Jamb Forcem Vales. However there
isareard elsewhere of a man named Jacob Fonceco
Vale, with the same number of children and slaves as
Jane Miranda Fales mentions, to be found in Hotten©s
(John Camden) work on ealy settlers'. Hotten found
his name among the passengers of a shipload of Jews
arrived from Portugal in 1680

Could Jane©s "Jamb Forcem Vales' be this same
man? If so, it is hard to imagine how he @uld have
been the father of James' who we know was an adult
in Dedham in 1654as a member of that town and who
most likely had been there for many yearsealier asa
bond servant to the Fairbanks family. Clearly Jane,
who did alot of reseach on the Fales family, was
wrong about this.

Jane goes on to make an interesting point though.
She suggeststhat the first Falesesto arrive in America
were brothers, James and John, and that Jamesl was
the son of this James. She offers no evidence of this,




merely makes the statement. However she must
have gotten the ideasomewhere and | know that
there ae, hidden away or lost forever, some 19%th
century or ealier, unpuldished family histories.
One of these might have @mntained such a
statement, just as mewhere someone ahundred
yeasealier said or wrote that James Fales was
born in Chester. This datement found it way into
print? and so was repeaed over and over again by
historians of the Fales and related families.
However no one has ever been able to find arecord
of the Fales family in Chester.

So, we need to look further into the possble
existence of a John Fales who could have been the
brother or uncle of James' Fales. We will try to put
together some information on thisand present it in
afuture issue of the Fales Family Association
Newsletter.

Foatnotes:

! The Original Lists of Persons of Quality; Emigrants;
Religious Exiles; etc.; Who Went from Great Britian to
the American Plantations; Londm, 1874 reprinted by
Genealogical Publishing Co., Baltimore, 1974

2 Either Directory of the Ancestral Heads of New
England Families, 1620-170Q comp. Frank R. Holmes,
Baltimore, 1964 or Genealogical and Personal
Memoirs, Ed. William Richard Cutter, New Y ork, 1908
These are both reprints and | am not sure who was first
in print though | believe it was Cutter.

The FFA needs current addresses for the following
members whose last newsletter was returned as
undelivered by the Post Office. The misdng
members are:

Ms. Betty Belle Walker of Wauconda IL
Mr. & Mrs. GordonM. Fales, of Ricenill e, |A.

If you know, please mntad
Kevin Fales,
Membership Seaetary.




23 August 2002
Dear Kevin:
How is everything with you?

| wonder how John is coming along putting together the
family genealogy. It should be huge.

| finished my book which contains seven diff erent
families including the Fales Family. | am surethat |
am a descendant of James but | have run into a dead
end. My family came from Walpole MA and settled
in Canaan NH. From there they cameto Sharon VT.
| cannot find a connedionto the Fales family of
Walpadle, except Joseph. He does nat mention having
a son ramed John.

Enlosed is $10.00 for my contribution.

Yours truly,

Bill Marsh

Great Grandson of Augusta Fales
6058Fairway LN

Wescosvill e PA 18106

JohnThomas Fales replies:

Hi, Bill! Thanks for sending me a copy of your
bodk. | have added all your Fales genealogy to my
file, though as you say, we cannot link it to James
and Anne. Someday, wewill, | am sure.

Asfar asmy data base, | am till at it, though | keep
getting these interruptions: active (through necessty)
in management of the condo where we live, computer
problems, operations, ill health etc. However hopeto
pick up the pace again soon. | have about 14,000+
names in the data base. When | get afew thousand
more entered, | will pack it in and put everything on
CD'sfor anyone who wants it. Will probably also
print out a few copies of abook version. Problemis
the bodk version will be 5 or 600 pages! Toobig.

Regards,

John Thomas




One of the most exasperating things about doing
genedogical reseach isrunning into deal ends. Such
was the cae when | was working on my branch of the
Fales Family Tree

| am, without a doubt, a Fales. My grea-
grandmother was Augusta Fales, daughter of Horace
Fales of Sharon, VT. She married my gred-
grandfather, Jasper Hayden, son of Eli Hayden of
Sharon, VT. Jasper was ateader and following their
nuptials they moved to Beaver Dam, WI. In those days
Wisconsin was a wildernessand they were among the
first pioneasto settle inthe aea

HoraceFales was afarmer and very likely a
bladsmith like his father, John
Fales. Horacemarried first Mercy Davis, daughter of

Capt. George Davis and his wife Hannah. Capt.

George served duing the Wa of 1812 making the invasion of Canada. Mercy died in 1840and was
buried in the Broadbrook Cemetery in Sharon, VT. A short time later Horacemarried Caroline Spaulding
Eldridge. By Mercy Davis were born Caroline Fales, Augusta Ann Fales, and John David Fales.

John David Fales was named for his grandfather, John Fales, of Canaan, New Hampshire. John
Faleswas born 13 February 176768 in Walpole, MA. He was a blacksmith and also dealt in real estate.
Acoording to the Rev. Warren D. Fales, John married Sally (Sarah) Aldrich. She and John had eleven
children, a number of whom noved into Vermont. Although numerous attempts have been made to
discover the lineage of John Fales, these @tempts have been fruitless.

It was assumed that John was a descendant of Peter Fales, since Peter had a son name John. But, his

son married another person and did not move to
New Hampshire from Massachusetts. A number of
Fales families lived in Walpole, MA, and they were
all chedked to seeif a John existed.

| have mntacted John Fales of New Smyrna,
FL, and he cheded hisrecords and could not find
the parentage of John Fales of Canaan, New
Hampshire.

Asyou can see | have readed adead end.
Any information from other members of the family
concerning the parentage of John Fales of Walpole,
MA, would be gpreciated. Johndied in Canaan,
NH. 15 August 1841.



